
Reuters AlertNet - Octopus study shows way to save fish stocks

  
About AlertNet  |  About Reuters 

AlertNet (change)  Low graphics Login  |  Help & Info 

Select an Edition:
United States
Japan
Germany
United Kingdom
Italy
Arabic
Argentina
Brazil
Canada
Chinese (Simplified)
Chinese (Traditional)
France
India
Latin America
Mexico
Russia (Cyrillic)
South Africa
Spain
Wed Dec 20 05:35:25 2006
HOME
News
Pictures
Maps
EMERGENCIES

  

  

  
MEDIA RESOURCES
Crisis profiles
MediaWatch
Who works where
World press tracker
Tools
NGO directory
Alerting

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L1846886.htm (1 of 4)20/12/2006 12:03:46 PM

http://www.alertnet.org/
http://www.alertnet.org/
http://www.alertnet.org/login.htm
http://today.reuters.com/HelpAndInfo/HelpInfo.aspx
javascript:showNavigation();
http://mobile.alertnet.org/?_lite_=1
http://www.alertnet.org/login.htm?_returnUrl=%2Fthenews%2Fnewsdesk%2FL1846886.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/help.htm
http://today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://today.reuters.co.jp/
http://de.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/default.aspx
http://today.reuters.it/news/default.aspx
http://ara.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://ar.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://br.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://ca.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://cn.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://cnt.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://fr.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://in.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://lta.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://mx.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://ru.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://za.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://es.today.reuters.com/news/default.aspx
http://www.alertnet.org/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/pictures/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/satelliteimages/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/emergency/index.htm
javascript:window.location = eme_box.eme_sel.options[eme_box.eme_sel.options.selectedIndex].value
javascript:window.location = top_box.top_sel.options[top_box.top_sel.options.selectedIndex].value
javascript:window.location = cou_box.cou_sel.options[cou_box.cou_sel.options.selectedIndex].value
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/emergency/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/db/blogs/mediawatch.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/whowhatwhere.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/FACTIVA/mediaindex.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/member_directory.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/services/alerting/index.htm


Reuters AlertNet - Octopus study shows way to save fish stocks

Email newsletters
Job search

 
Take the AlertNet Quiz 
 

AlertNet NewsBlog

A booming continent?  
Post a comment 

Media gives aid world easy ride  
Comments [1] 

Rambo rescues aid workers  
Post a comment 

Migrants last in line in crises  
Post a comment 

No more aid cash unless you prove it's worthwhile  
Comments [1] 

 
 
 
 
YOU ARE HERE: Homepage > Newsdesk > Article 
Octopus study shows way to save fish stocks
18 Dec 2006 15:41:16 GMT
Source: Reuters
Printable view | Email this article | RSS  

[-] Text 
[+] 

 
NAIROBI, Dec 18 (Reuters) - Protecting marine areas for even relatively brief periods can significantly restore depleted 
fish stocks, scientists said on Monday, citing a study of octopus catches in Madagascar. 

The researchers found that after an area off the coast of the Indian Ocean island nation was closed to fishermen for seven months, the 
number of octopus caught later rose 13 times while the total weight of the octopus catch jumped 25 times. 

"The increase ... was far greater than we ever expected," said Alasdair Harris, scientific director of Blue Ventures, the marine 
conservation group that conducted the fieldwork. 

"This study shows MPAs (marine protected areas) not only serve as a powerful conservation tool helping species thrive, but can also 
be a powerful economic tool helping fisheries remain productive and profitable," he said in a statement. 

Experts say nearly 75 percent of fish stocks, from tuna to cod, are caught faster than they can breed as more and more people depend 
on them for food and livelihoods. 

Last month, scientists warned the world's fish and seafood populations will collapse by 2048 if current trends in habitat destruction 
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and over-fishing continued. They called for marine-life reserves and no-fishing zones to be set up urgently. 

Blue Venture studied an area off the southwestern Malagasy village of Andavadoaka, where community leaders imposed two seven-
month bans on the main local economic activity -- octopus fishing -- after fishermen began reporting smaller catches. 

The locals had blamed the falls on international fishing companies who had arrived in the area to harvest octopus for the global 
market. But after the bans, the numbers leapt up again. 

"The success of Andavadoaka's MPA shows there is hope that well-managed fishery practices, such as MPAs, can prevent 
Madagascar from suffering the damaging effects of over-fishing so many African nations are dealing with today," Harris said. 

He said protected areas needed careful management, but some experts say it could already be too late for other ecosystems. 

When large fish like cod are almost wiped out, smaller species may thrive by eating the young of survivors, they say. 

Cod stocks in the once-rich Atlantic fishery off Newfoundland, Canada, have failed to recover despite a 1992 ban. 
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President of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) Judge Rosalyn Higgins of Britain (C) speaks during a court hearing 
concerning a pulp mill on the river Uruguay at the ICJ in The Hague, the Netherlands December 18, 2006. The ICJ on 
Monday held the hearing for Uruguay and Argentina to state its position in the case of the disputed pulp mill on the border 
of Argentina, shared by Uruguay. Argentina fears the mill, which is due to begin operations in the third quarter of 2007, will 
damage the environment and hurt tourism and fishing. On the contrary, Uruguay claims that the roadblocks against the 
project have cost it millions of dollars. From left are Judge Shi Jiuyong of China, Vice-President of the ICJ Judge Awn 
Shawkat Al-Khasawneh of Jordan, Higgins, and Judge Raymond Ranjeva of Madagascar. 
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