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2.3 Traditional Octopus Fishery, Southwest 
Madagascar

David Parker, Blue Ventures, Madagascar

Charlotte L.A. Gough, Blue Ventures, Madagascar 

Importance The fishery is one of the main sources of

livelihood. In this area, the Vezo people have been 

fishing for centuries (Astuti, 1995). The ground is 

arid and there is little opportunity for agriculture; 

people do farm but minimally for maize, cassava, or 

cattle, making these communities completely reliant 

upon the sea (Harris, 2011). 

Challenges This fishery, similar to other small-scale

fisheries, suffers from a lack of governance, 

compliance and enforcement. Open access to 

outside fishers exists without clear regulations for 

limiting catch, effort or damage to the wider marine 

ecosystem. There is also the issue of large data 

deficiencies in terms of knowledge of stock status 

and dynamics. Another issue is the poor knowledge 

regarding correct handling of the catch to maximize 

quality and value. Consequently, fishers often get a 

poor price for their octopus which exacerbates 

overfishing as fishers seek to alleviate economic 

hardship. 

Opportunities In order to address the issues this

fishery is facing, the solutions should include: 

empowerment of communities through co 

management (creation of Locally Managed Marine 

Areas); uniting fishers to understand the challenges 

and take part in the decision-making process 

(establishment of a multi-stakeholder fishery 

management platform); education regarding fish 

handling and fisheries management; data collection 

and research to inform better management; and 

stakeholder amalgamation to ensure comprehensive 

and cohesive management and value maximization 
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across the seafood supply chain. Barriers such as 

basic healthcare, education and security must also 

be addressed to allow people the time and focus to 

partake in successful fisheries management. 

Information source(s):

Astuti R (1995) People of the sea. Cambridge 
University Press. 1 pp.

Blue Ventures

Harris A (2011) Out of sight but no longer out of 
mind: A climate of change for marine conservation 
in Madagascar. Madagascar Conservation & 
Development 6: 7-14Elephant Marsh Fishery, Malawi
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