Women's
empowerment and
participatory
monitoring of
small-scale fisheries
in Timor-Leste

BLUE VENTURES CONSERVATION



Recommended citation

House, )., Martins, D., & Gough, C. (2021). Women’s empowerment and participatory

monitoring of community fisheries in Timor-Leste. Timor-Leste, Blue Ventures.

© Blue Ventures 2021. Copyrightin this publication and in all text, data and images

contained herein, except as otherwise indicated, rests with Blue Ventures.

www.blueventures.org Registered charity 495/DNRN-MJ/11/2016















PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE ZPAGEZPgeZ
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2jklklklklklklklk
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2PgelklklklIklkIklkllc2
PAGE 2PAGE2PgelkIkIkIkIkIkIkIkIkIkIKIkIklk2
PAGE 2PAGE2PgelkIklkIklkIklkIkIkIkIklkIklkIklk?2
PAGE 2PAGE2PIkIkIkIklkIklkge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2PgelklkIklkIkIkIkIkIkIklkIklk2
PAGE 2PAGEF2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2PIklkIklklkge2
PAGE 2PAGE2PgelklkIklklkIk?) 27
PAGE 2PAGE2PgelkIkIkIKIKIKIKIKIkIKIkIKIKIKIKIKIK 28
PAGE 2PAGE2Pgelklklk2 29
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2
PAGE 2PAGE2PgelKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKikikikikik2
PAGE 2PAGE2PgelKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIK
PAGE 2PAGEZPgikikikikeZ
PAGE 2PAGE2PIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIKIK-
PAGE 2PAGE2Pge2








































19




























































In Fatumeta, where the community has implemented a Tara Bandu for fisheries management, the
group members helped to make markers for the managed area and the role of the group was
recognised in the management structure, alongside the management group. The regulations were
signed by a women'’s representative but not a representative from the monitoring group. The
llik-namu group took part in the pre-consultations for the National Fisheries Strategy in Biqueli, see
Figure 15A, ensuring that there was an entire focus group discussion about women'’s perspectives.
Representatives of the Fatumeta and Ilik-namu groups also participated in the Women Fishers
Forum in Dili on the 15th of September 2018 (Figure 15B), and Blue Ventures staff gave a
presentation about the programme. The programmeme has also been presented at the
Timor-Leste Studies Association conference and international conferences in Thailand (7th Global
Symposium on Gender in Aquaculture and Fisheries) and South Africa (ICT4Fisheries in Practice, a

conference about using information and communications technology within the fisheries sector).

Figure 15A) llik-namu fisheries monitoring group participating in a focus group discussion at
the Biqueli pre-consultation for the National Fisheries Strategy. Figure 15B) A representative
of the llik-namu group presents at the Women Fishers Forum, Dili.

4.3. Challenges and limitations

The group members and Blue Ventures support staff have learned many lessons over the course
of this programme. The skills and confidence which the GMP members possessed when they first
joined the programme should not be considered a challenge or limitation because providing the
necessary skills is an integral part of the programme design. Therefore, the challenges and
limitations can be attributed to three areas; data collection, governance and local leadership, and

impacts of Covid-19.

Many issues with the data collection or survey form could be resolved by receiving feedback from
the group members, reviewing the data and editing the ODK forms accordingly. However, there are
a few limitations or challenges which have not been as easy to resolve. Unfortunately, women'’s
fishing activities are underrepresented in the results. There are few surveys with female fishers,
but this is not consistent with anecdotal evidence from the data collectors or the academic
literature, which shows the importance of gleaning and other fishing activities for Timorese

women.
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